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Three Pioneers of CD Research: 

Part 3. Prof. József Szejtli

In this year 3 emblematic researchers in cyclodextrin science have or

would have celebrated 80th birth day. We greated Prof. Nagai and Prof.

Duchene in the May and June issues of Cyclodextrin News. Prof Szejtli was

born in December, therefore the December issue is dedicated to him. 

After several years of research in carbohydrates (amylose, alginates,

chondroitin sulfate, etc.) as PhD student at the Technical University of

Budapest, a postdoctor fellow at the Technical University of Trondheim

(Norway) (1963-64), research fellow at the Institute of Nutrition in Potsdam (Germany)

(1965-66) and as professor at the University of Havana (Cuba) (1967-70) he started to deal
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with cyclodextrins as the head of the Biohemical Research Laboratory of Chinoin

Pharmaceutical and Chemical Works in Budapest (1971-88). Later on, after the political

changes in Hungary, he founded and became the managing director of CycloLab Cyclodextrin

Research and Development Laboratory, a private company. He believed that cyclodextrins are

nontoxic, cheap and versatile molecules, when nobody else believed it. He has devoted his life

to cyclodextrins. 

He was really a pioneer making systematic research to deeper understand the behavior of

cyclodextrins, to find new applications and to answer many unanswered questions. With the

support of Chinoin, one of the biggest pharmaceutical companies in Hungary, he collaborated

with several universities and research institutes. At that time, the number of Hungarian

scientists involved in this research was about 100. Prof. Szejtli harmonized the work of these

teams working on toxicology, synthesis, analysis and applications of cyclodextrins. He

organized the Hungarian Cyclodextrin Workshops twice a year, where the cyclodextrin

researchers could present and discuss their latest results. He stimulated the cyclodextrins

production in 100 kg scale in the seventies, when they were produced at 100 g scale as a

maximum. Realizing the exponentially increasing number of patents and papers, he organized

the first International Cyclodextrin Symposium in Budapest in 1981 with participants from 17

countries. Since then the International Cyclodextrin Symposia became the most important

event held biannually. The 8th symposium was again in Budapest in 1996. This old tradition

started by him is still continued with the 17th symposium in Saarbrücken in 2014.

His ambitious scientific programme in collaboration with national and later with international

partners resulted in more than 100 patents, 500 papers including conference presentations.

He wrote or edited six books, some of them are still textbooks for the cyclodextrin

researchers. He was the member of several academic committees, of the editorial board of

"J. Inclusion Phenomena". He was the founder and the chief editor of the Cyclodextrin News.

He received several national and international awards. Prof. Nagai designated him as “Mr.

 Cyclodextrin”. Proceedings of the 9th International Cyclodextrin Symposium was dedicated to

the 65th birthday of Tsuneji Nagai and Jozsef Szejtli. 

We have missed his enthusiasm and vivid personality since his death in 2004. 

Eva Fenyvesi

CycloLab Cyclodextrin R&D Laboratory, Ltd.,

Budapest, HUNGARY
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