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Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year!

Frohe Weihnachten und
ein Gluckliches Neues Jahr!

Joyeux Noél et Bonne Année!

CycloLab Ltd.

Ten Years After
Remembering Jozsef Szejtli, Ten Years After His Death

At CycloLab we had a memorial meeting on the day of the tenth anniversary of Prof. Szejtli’s
death on 26 November 2004. We still miss his vibrating personality, clever advices and

pragmatic instructions.

Prof. Szejtli was exceptional being a worldwide recognized scientist and a good manager at the
same time. The main milestones of his carrier were summarized in the December issue of
Cyclodextrin News in 2013 [1]. His abundant activity in the cyclodextrin chemistry and
application was overviewed in a recent review on the history of cyclodextrins written by Crini

[2]. According to this review his most remarkable achievements were as follows:

« He founded CycloLab, the first cyclodextrin R&D company, totally devoted to
cyclodextrins.

* He organized the first International Cyclodextrin Symposium in 1981.
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* He started to publish the Cyclodextrin News in 1987 and to build a database of the

cyclodextrin related literature.

 He wrote several books, monographs and reviews on cyclodextrins, which are still

considered as reference works.

* He supported the idea that the driving force of spontaneous inclusion complex
formation is the energy gain by replacement of high enthalpy water molecules by

hydrophobic molecules in the cavity.

+ He published plentiful experimental data on almost every field of cyclodextrin
chemistry and applications: production, synthesis of derivatives, polymers,
pharmaceutical, food, cosmetic, textile, agricultural, environmental use, toxicology,

catalysis, etc.

» According to Crini, Prof. Szejtli is considered to be “Godfather of Cyclodextrins”.

Seven years after Szejtli's death, Sacha Loeve, a post-doctoral fellow in philosophy from
Sorbonne University and Mickaél Normand, a Ph.D student in chemistry from University of
Rennes, contributed in a book chapter dealing with the role of trust, ambitiousness, dedication

and preseverance in scientific-technological achievements [3]. The title of this chapter is:
"How to Trust a Molecule? The Case of Cyclodextrins Entering the Nanorealm”
The paper starts with the introduction as follows:

“In this paper, we tell the story of a little observed yet widely applied tiny little thing, a
molecule named cyclodextrin (CD). During the second half of the 20th century, the image of
CDs has shifted from toxic yet interesting molecules to trustworthy molecules that could be
used in a great number of invasive applications. In following the various objectifications of this
molecule in multiple scientific communities, contexts of application and research trends, our

story narrates the adventures of trust in cyclodextrin.”

The paper clearly acknowledges Szejtli's seminal role in making reality from the scientific

curiosity and initializing industrial production during his nearly 35-year long crusade.

After his death we tried to go further on the way he paved for us. Headed by Dr. Lajos Szente,
former student and deputy of Prof. Szejtli, we started to realize his great dream changing the
R&D company to a small factory producing various cyclodextrin derivatives. The income from
selling cyclodextrin derivatives increased from approx. 20% to about 80% of the total income
from 2004 to 2014.
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In the same time we have preserved the academic character of the company with an average
of 8 publications, 6 conference presentations annually. CycloLab participated in 4 EU FP7 and
8 national R&D projects in the period of 2004-2014. The results of innovation have been
included in 15 patent applications.

CycloLab is among the registered places for education of Ph.D and undergraduated students.
During these 10 years 17 graduation and 6 PhD dissertations were compiled and defended with
the contribution of our researchers. We had 16 Hungarian and 4 foreign students for shorter or

longer internship to get experience in the industrial approach of cyclodextrin chemistry.

CycloLab established Szejtli prize to preserve his legacy, keep his memory alive and
recognizing his ground-breaking achievements in the area of cyclodextrin research,
development and commercialization of related technologies. This prize was aimed to award
young researchers demonstrating outstanding results in the cyclodextrin science and
technology. The first award was presented to Prof. Keiichi Motoyama, Kumamoto University, in

Saarbriicken, at the 17th International Cyclodextrin Symposium in 2014.

The Jozsef Szejtli medal
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